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(54) Disk changer 

(57) A disk changer for CD and DVD disks including 
a rotatable platter with several slots each adapted for 
receiving a disk generally needs two optical sensors. 
The first sensor is adapted for detecting the number of 
a related slot of the platter and for providing a stop signal 
for the rotation of the platter. The second sensor is 
adapted for detecting the presence or absence of a disk 
in a given slot. 

Said sensors and their associated evaluation cir- 



cuits are expensive components. Therefore it is an ob- 
ject to simplify the means for realizing said sensors. 

Said second sensor has the form of a link (8) 
hingedly mounted between its two ends (10, 11) a first 
end (10) of the link (8) contacting the surface of the disk 
(4) and a second end (1 1 ) of the link (8) cooperating with 
said first optical sensor (6). 

By this solution said second sensor and its associ- 
ated evaluation circuit can be omitted substantially re- 
ducing the total costs of the changer. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a disk changer 
according to the preamble of claim 1 . Such a disk chang- 
er being especially adapted for CD or DVD disks gen- 
erally includes a rotatable platter with several slots each 
for receiving a disk. The platter can be rotated on the 
chassis of the changer so that a desired disk can be 
moved to a playback unit optically reading the disk es- 
pecially from the underside of the disk. 
[0002] Such an arrangement generally needs for 
proper operation two sensors. The first sensor generally 
in form of an optical sensor is adapted for sensing the 
number of a slot. Each slot carries some ribs of different 
number and size. Number and size of the ribs represent 
a code for the number of the respective slot. A sensor 
is provided on the chassis of the changer evaluating 
number and size of the ribs passing through the sensor 
during rotation of the platter. In this way each slot can 
be identified for feeding a disk to the playback unit the 
user wants to be reproduced. The second sensor is 
adapted to detect whether a disk is loaded in a given 
slot or not. This is useful, for example, to ignore or to 
skip a slot not containing a disk during a search opera- 
tion by rotation of the platter in order to minimize the 
access time needed for finding a desired disk. Alterna- 
tively or additionally the second sensor can control a dis- 
play unit showing which slot contains a disk and which 
slot does not contain a disk. Said second sensor is not 
needed to be an optical sensor and may also be a me- 
chanical sensor or whatever. 

[0003] In fact, for both purposes several optical sen- 
sors and associated evaluation circuits are needed sub- 
stantially increasing the total costs of the changer. 
[0004] It is an object of the invention to simplify the 
means needed for implementing said sensors and 
thereby decreasing the costs of the changer without 
jeopardizing the described functions. This object is 
solved by the invention as defined in claim 1 . Advanta- 
geous embodiments and further developments of the in- 
vention are defined within the dependent claims. 
[0005] According to the invention said second sensor 
has the form of a link hingedly mounted between its two 
ends a first end of the link contacting the surface of the 
disk and a second end of the link cooperating with said 
first optical sensor. That means said second optical sen- 
sor provided up to now for detecting whether a disk is 
loaded in the related slot is replaced by a simple link not 
optically but physically detecting the presence of a disk 
in the related slot. The position of the link being depend- 
ent from the presence or absence of a disk in a given 
slot influences said first optical sensor already available 
for detecting the number of the related slot and for pro- 
viding a signal for stopping the rotation of the platter at 
the correct playback position. Therefore said second 
separate optical sensor for detecting the presence or 
absence of a disk in a given slot and its associated eval- 
uation circuit are no more needed. 



[0006] A single common link may be provided for all 
slots being hingedly mounted on the chassis of the 
changer. In this embodiment the detection of the pres- 
ence of a disk is carried out sequentially from slot to slot 

5 during the rotation of the platter. Preferably, however, 
an individual link is provided for each slot being hingedly 
mounted on the platter near the edge of the related slot. 
In this embodiment the detection of the presence of a 
disk can be carried out individually for each slot. For ex- 

10 ample the detecting of the presence of a disk can be 
carried out simultaneously for all slots at the beginning 
of the operation of the changer. 
[0007] in principal the link can be positioned under- 
neath the platter as well as above the platter. In the first 

15 case the first end of the link abuts the underside of the 
disk if present in the related slot and in the second case 
the link abuts the topside of the disk. 
[0008] In one embodiment of the invention the first 
end of the link has the form of a knob abutting the sur- 

20 face of the disk. Preferably the knob is provided with a 
soft surface or coating for avoiding a damaging of the 
surface of the disk. The second end of the link preferably 
has the form of a rib engaging an opening of the first 
optical sensor. 

25 [0009] According to a further embodiment of the in- 
vention the bottom of the platter includes an aperture in 
the region of the first end of the link enabling the pas- 
sage of the first end of the link if no disk is loaded in the 
related slot. This solution ensures a sufficient difference 

30 in the two positions of the link for presence and absence 
of the disk in spite of the rather low value of the thickness 
of the disk. 

[0010] Preferably the first end of the link abuts the in- 
ner region of the disk not containing tracks with recorded 
35 information. This feature avoids on the one hand dam- 
aging of tracks including information by the link. On the 
other hand the link can abut both conventional disks like 
CD's and smaller disks with a substantially smaller di- 
ameter. 

40 [0011] In the following some example embodiments 
of the present invention will be described by way of the 
attached drawing wherein 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a platter loaded with 
45 one disk according to prior art, 

Fig. 2 shows a platter with a number of ribs repre- 
senting a code for a given slot, a first optical sensor 
for evaluating the number of a slot and a second 
optical sensor for detecting the absence or the pres- 
so ence of a disk in a given slot according to prior art, 
Fig. 3 shows a link according to the present inven- 
tion alone, 

Fig. 4 shows said link together with an associated 
optical sensor, 

55 Fig. 5 shows the structure of Fig. 4 together with an 
associated disk, 

Fig. 6 shows a platter together with a hinge support 
for the link without the link, 
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Fig. 7 shows a platter together with the link with no 
disk loaded in the related slot and 
Fig. 8 shows the structure of Fig. 7 with a disk load- 
ed in the related slot. 

[001 2] Fig. 1 shows a chassis 1 of a disk changer and 
a platter 2 rotatable mounted on the chassis 1 . The plat- 
ter contains five slots 3 each adapted to receive a disk 
4. For playback of a desired disk the platter 2 is rotated 
until the desired disk is in a position above a playback 
unit (not shown) underneath the disk 4 optically reading 
the disk 4 at its underside. 

[0013] The following Figures 2-8 show the structures 
upside down in order to better show the structure being 
arranged underneath the platter. Fig. 2 shows the platter 
2 containing a number of ribs 5 for each of slot 3. Ribs 
5a of narrow width represent a code for the number of 
the related slot 3 wherein for example three ribs indicate 
the slot or disk number 3. Ribs 5b of larger width indicate 
the position of the platter 2 for stopping the platter 2 dur- 
ing rotation at the correct playback position. The width 
of ribs 5a for numbering and of ribs 5b for positioning 
the platter 2 are chosen in such a way that a single sen- 
sor 6 mounted on a chassis 1 will be able to distinguish 
three types of ribs, via software for example. All ribs 5 
are evaluated by an optical sensor 6 one leg of the sen- 
sor emitting and the other receiving light when the ribs 
5 pass between the legs of sensor 6 during rotation of 
the platter 2. Sensor 6 counts the number of the ribs 5a 
for indicating the number of the related slot 3. When the 
light of position sensor 6 passes through the fence be- 
tween the ribs of a pair 5b the driving motor forthe platter 
2 stops the rotation of the platter 2. Furthermore the plat- 
ter 2 includes a second optical sensor 7 for detecting 
whether a disk is loaded in the related slot 3 or not. If no 
such disk detector 7 would be used the pick-up would 
try to focus at each slot even at a slot not containing a 
disk. This would result in an undesired slow operation 
during search operation for a special disk. The sensor 
7 includes emitting and receiving diodes. The light pass- 
es through the opening between two legs of the sensor 
7 and is reflected by the disk if a disk is present at the 
related slot3. In Fig. 2 everything except forthe two sen- 
sors 6 and 7 is moulded into a single piece of plastic 
material. 

[0014] Sensor 6 is not needed to be an optical sensor 
and may also be a mechanical sensor or a similar sen- 
sor. Sensor 7, however, generally needs to be an optical 
sensor. Sensor 7 also may control a display unit showing 
which slot contains a disk and which slot does not con- 
tain a disk. 

[0015] Fig. 3 shows a link 8 performing the function of 
sensor 7 of Fig. 2 and thereby replacing and eliminating 
sensor 7. The link 8 is prvotally mounted at an hinge 9 
on platter 2. One end of link 8 carries a knob 1 0 abutting 
a disk 4 if loaded in the related slot 3. Preferably knob 
1 0 abuts the inner area of the disk that means the area 
without recorded information. The other end of link 8 car- 



ries a rib 11 cooperating with optical sensor 6. Ribs 11 
of the five links 8 associated to the five slots 3 are placed 
on the same circular path as the other ribs 5 of Fig. 2. 
[0016] Fig. 4 shows the position of link 8 in case no 

5 disk is loaded in the related slot. Knob 1 0 does not abut 
the surface of a disk and moves downward. Thereby rib 
11 moves upward and engages sensor 6. Thereby sen- 
sor 6 provides a signal indicating that no disk is loaded 
in the related slot. This signal may be fed to a processor 

10 for ignoring or skipping said slot during a search opera- 
tion for a slot including the desired disk. 
[001 7] Fig. 5 shows the case wherein a disk 4 is load- 
ed in the related slot. Now knob 10 abuts the surface of 
disk 4 and cannot move downward. Therefore rib 11 

15 cannot move upward and does not engage sensor 6. 
Sensor 6 thereby provides a signal indicating that a disk 
4 is loaded in the slot. This signal may be fed to a proc- 
essor and causes that the platter stops during its rotation 
for a playback operation. 

20 [0018] Fig. 6 shows the platter 2 together with an 
hinge support 12 for link 8 for pivotally mounting of link 
8 at platter 2 as described in connection with Figures 
3-5. 

[001 9] Fig. 7 shows the case wherein no disk is load- 

25 ed in slot 3 of platter 2. The knob 1 0 does not abut sur- 
face of a disk and engages an aperture 13 within platter 
2. So rib 1 1 of link 8 moves upward and engages sensor 
6 as already explained in connection with Fig. 4. 
[0020] Fig. 8 shows the same structure as Fig. 7 but 

30 for the case wherein a disk 4 is loaded in slot 3 of platter 
2. Rib 1 0 of link 8 abuts loaded disk 4 and cannot move 
downward. Therefore rib 11 cannot move upward and 
cannot engage sensor 6 as already described in con- 
nection with Fig. 5. 

35 [0021] As can be seen no separate special optical 
sensor is needed for detecting whether a disk is loaded 
in a related slot since sensor 6 already provided for de- 
tecting number of slot is additionally used for detecting 
absence or presence of a disk in a related slot. Single 

^0 sensor 6 can detect three items: 

1 . Number of disk slot 

2. Platter position for stopping rotation at the correct 
rotation angle for playback 

45 3. Detecting absence or presence of a disk in a re- 
lated slot. 

[0022] That means that additional sensor 7 of Fig. 2 
and associated evaluation circuit can be omitted thereby 
so reducing the total costs of the disk changer. 



Claims 

55 1 . Disk changer including a rotatable platter (2) with 
several slots (3) each adapted for receiving a disk 
(4), further including a first sensor (6) for detecting 
the number of the respective slot (3) and a second 
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sensor (7) for detecting whether a disk (4) is loaded 
in a given slot (3), 
characterized in that 

said second sensor (7) has the form of a link (8) 
hingedly mounted (9) between its two ends (10, 11) 5 
a first end (10) of the link (8) contacting the surface 
of the disk (4) and a second end (1 1) of the link (8) 
cooperating with said first sensor (6). 

2. Disk changer according to claim 1 , characterized 10 
in that a single common link is provided for all slots 

(3) being hingedly mounted on the chassis (1 ) of the 
changer. 

3. Disk changer according to claim 1 , characterized is 
in that an individual link (8) is provided for each slot 

(3) being hingedly mounted on the platter (2) near 
the edge of the related slot (3). 

4. Disk changer according to claim 1 , characterized 20 
in that the link (8) is positioned above the platter 

(2) the first end (1 0) of the link (8) contacting the 
upper surface of the disk (4). 

5. Disk changer according to claim 1 , characterized 25 
in that the link (8) is positioned underneath the plat- 
ter (2) the first end (1 0) of the link (8) contacting the 
underside of the disk (4). 

6. Disk changer according to claim 1 , characterized 30 
in that the first end of the link (8) has the form of a 
knob (10) abutting the surface of the disk (4). 

7. Disk changer according to claim 1 , characterized 

in that the second end of the link (8) has the form 35 
of a rib (1 1 ) engaging an opening of the first optical 
sensor (6). 

8. Disk changer according to claim 1 , characterized 

in that the bottom of the platter (2) includes an ap- 40 
erture (13) in the region of the first end of the link 
(8) enabling a passage of the first end of the link (8) 
if no disk (4) is loaded in the related slot (3). 

9. Disk changer according to claim 1 , characterized 45 
in that the first end (1 0) of the link (8) abuts the inner 
region of the disk (4) not containing a recorded in- 
formation. 
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Fig. 8 
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